Some 2,000 years ago, Archimedes, of Syracuse, noticed that as he got into his bath, a certain quantity of water overflowed. From this simple phenomenon he evolved the laws of specific gravity. It is recorded that in his excitement he jumped out of the bath and ran wildly through the streets shouting, Eureka ! Eureka ! Such enthusiasm, for obvious reasons, is not possible to-day. The (1) All memory of the confinement and its unpleasantnesses disappear.
(2) The long and painful first and second stages of labour in primipara are painless., Thousands of children who would have died will grow up into useful citizens. The benefit to the [Sept., 1917. nation will easily outweigh the expense involved. Before this war is over there will be a tremendous drain on the manhood of the Empire, and every child born will be a valuable asset of the State. The whole universe, with all its hidden mysteries, has been placed at our disposal, with the qualifying reservation that its secrets shall not be revealed except through the intelligence and industry of man. From the loom of time a web has been spinning without cessation, with research and industry for its warp and woof, and the output has been civilization, with all its inestimable advantages. One of its last gifts has been the key to painless childbirth. We cannot afford to refuse or reject it, for it gives us the means of helping to increase the birth-rate and thus of directing the future of our Empire. In the womb of British womanhood lie our progress and our strength.
